FOR THE NEXT GEN

For young, for victims



WIIaI S BAREFOOT GEN?

ear the end of World War 11, "Barefoot Gen" is set in Hiroshima,

depicting the final days of the war and the harsh years that followed. Although it

was drawn long after the war, it vividly captures the lives of ordinary people then. It R

tells the story of Gen, an &-year-old japanese boy. He doesn’t have any special powers, but -0
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he lives with strength even in the darkest times, giving hope and courage to around him.

Through this story, readers can learn not only about the tragedy of war but also about
human strength and kindness. Some parts may be painful to read, but Gen’s strong will to
face and overcome hardship leaves a deep impression. "Barefoot Gen" is not only a powerful
tool for peace education but also a story that may inspire you to live with hope, even in

difficult times. o
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be trampled again and again. But (Barefoot Gen 4,Gen’s father)
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deeply for his family. There is a quote
from him that I particularly like. It is
"Be like wheat.”" Gen's father often
tells this to Gen and his siblings. This
phrase carries his message of wanting
them to gain the strength to stand
tall, no matter
how many times
they are
stepped on. In
fact, Gen is
modeled after
wheat, .
repeatedly standing up and surviving.

autobiographical comic ~
written in the 1970s. i -
Many events experien P
-ced by the creator, Keiji &
Nakazawa, are used in the
story. For example, he lost
almost all his family due to the atomic
bomb. Nakazawa conveyed his vivid war
experiences and the message that war
should never happen through Barefoot
Gen. His stance has been recognized
worldwide, with total sales reaching 10
million copies.Nakazawa’s dream to
share Gen’s story around the WEI

coming true.
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The A-bomb was dropped but Kenji Nakazawa
luckily survived.

Keiji Nakazawa started to make Barefoot Gen

In the 1970s, when the anti-war movement was growing in America during
the Vietham War, a young man Masahiro Oshima joined a peace march.
There, he met an American, Jim Peck. They were both wondering what to
do to people understand the atomic bomb, and they found Barefoot Gen
would be the answer.After returning to Japan, Oshima met Nakazawa, who
auickly agreed to the idea.

Eventually,Project Gen began with only 10 volunteers.
Translating Japanese was really hard. That had to flip every page by hand

and find ways to express Hiroshima dialect and Buddhist chants.
But they never stopped their efforts.
Barefoot Gen Vol.1 was completed thanks to

translator Namie Asazuma and Alan Gleason.
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2010 | Al 10 volumes were translated into English
and shared with libraries in U.S.
2012 | Keiji Nakazawa passed away from lung cancer. / |
He made a speech of anti-war just before death /
2024 | Keiji Nakazawa,the creator, was inducted into .

the Eisner Hall of Fame, often called the
Academy Awards of comics.

"War Is ahsolutely wrong.”

“We understand the horrors of war all too well.
Please oppose war so that it doesn’t happen again.”
He said this in his last lecture, just before die.

(NHK, Froject X,7/26,2025)
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ver' fifty vears after World War 11, Barefoot Gen keeps telling
its strong anti-war message over the world.

“Gen can he a hero

'TWO Heroes

7. But when we say "hero," we

who stands up anywhere.”

(NHK, Project X,7/26,2025)

hen asked in an interview with F’ro_;ect
Gen, the representative said, “There are
people like Gen who are living with effect
by war today. Gen can be a hero who
stands up anywhere and gives others
courage. He will live much longer than us,
and his work will continue into the future.
We are happy to help him with that.”

(1L (NHK, Project X,7/26,2028
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The members of Project Gen
called Gen a hero.

often think of someone
\ \who is very strong, like
| 'Superman or Batman. We
(- can look at Gen and
> Superman, a hero from the {Zyio:0
Superman is so strong that
he is able to lift up 00,000
tons and fly really fast, more than eight
million kilometers per hour. But Gen is just
~.8-year old boy with worn out clothes and
" barefoot. He has no superpowers.Still, even
‘\with these differences, both are called heroes.

N

Why? Because both of them reach out to others .
\ and stand up again, no matter how hard life becomes
\ They don’t have a strong body, but a strong and Kir
\ heart. For” No war “, what we need is not strong
weapons or armies, but having a heart, which is__
strong and kind.



